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CONSEQUENCES OF THE H.P.  THEORY

The physiologico-chemical properties of the A- and 2-cements
fully agree with the properties which have been observed in practice.

Practical Experiences with A- and 2-cements in regard to their
Physiologico-chemical Behaviour
The numerous experiments already referred to leave but little
doubt that the 4-cements are nerve-poisons and that the S-cements
are harmless.
In the year 1904 or 1905, shortly after the silicate cements had
been placed on the market, several attempts were made to prevent the
poisonous action of the -4-cements. For this purpose Selowsky417,
Hentze418, Sachs419, Bruck420, Detzner421, Scheuer422, Escher428 and
others recommended that :
1.  A very thick cement mixture should be used so that any excess
of poisonous acid in the fluid would eventually combine with the
excess of powder.
2.  Before inserting the cement, a neutral material should be
introduced into the dental cavity, so as to prevent the acid from
reaching the pulpa.
In spite of the most careful use of these protective materials,
dental literature contains many reports of destroyed pulpse and of
some deaths due to the acid. Thus, in 1906 the following (German)
dentists reported cases of poisoning and the uselessness of a stiff paste
and of protecting pieces : Heinsheimer424, Silbermann425, Beissner426,
and in 1908, Schreiber427. In 1909 Baldus428 confirmed this view. Of
the many (German) dentists who in 1909 reported deaths due to
pulpa poisoning caused by -4-cements, only the following need be
mentioned : C. Wolff, Aachen429, Marx430, Horstmann481, Schulte482,
Gerhardt, Leipzig483, Wild434, Albrecht486, Peckert436, Stein-Mann-
heim437, Gunzert438 and Port489.
Of these, Wild alone found 30 deaths due to -4-cements. Still more
recently, Feiler440 has reported that in spite of the greatest care, 11
cases of poisoning occurred, and enquired whether it was right to use
silicate cements of so dangerous a nature to patients. " I must say
that to me each case is a peculiarly unpleasant memory, so that I am
constantly asking myself whether we are justified in using a material
which, in spite of the greatest care and skill, places the patient in so
much danger."
Feiler has also reported a fatal case following the use of an A-
cement as follows : u The following incident, told to me by Privy
Councillor Partsch, is worth careful consideration. I take the following
from the official medical report : ' On the 16th December, 1906, a year
after the stopping of a superficial cavity in the right upper incisor with
original Ascher's silicate cement, B. G. (22 years of age) began to suffer
indefinable pains in the right side of his face, and several days later a
pronounced swelling of the right cheek and of the upper and tower